
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beyonder  (Book 1)        by Brandon Mull 
Fourteen-year-old Jason Walker is transported to a strange world called Lyrian, where he joins Rachel, 
who was also drawn there from our world, and a few rebels, to piece together the Word that can destroy 
the malicious wizard emperor, Surroth. Any title in this series is acceptable. 
 
Addie on the Inside         by James Howe 
Outspoken thirteen-year-old Addie Carle learns about love, loss, and staying true to herself as she 
navigates seventh grade, enjoys a visit from her grandmother, fights with her boyfriend, and endures 
gossip and meanness from her former best friend. 
 
Wonder Struck        by Brain Selznick 
Having lost his mother and his hearing in a short time, twelve-year-old Ben leaves his Minnesota home 
in 1977 to seek the father he never knew in New York City, and meets there Rose, who is also longing 
for something missing from her life. Ben's story is told in words; Rose's in pictures. 
 
The Always War       by Margaret Peterson Haddix 
In a war-torn future United States, fifteen-year-old Tessa, her childhood friend Gideon, now a 
traumatized military hero, and Dek, a streetwise orphan, enter enemy territory and discover the shocking 
truth about a war that began more than seventy-five years earlier. 
 
The Scorpio Races       by Maggie Stiefvater  
Nineteen-year-old returning champion Sean Kendrick competes against Puck Connolly, the first girl 
ever to ride in the annual Scorpio Races, both trying to keep hold of their dangerous water horses long 
enough to make it to the finish line. 
 
Middle School the Worst Years of My Life  by James Patterson & Chris Tebbetts 
When Rafe Kane enters middle school, he teams up with his best friend, "Leo the Silent," to create a 
game to make school more fun by trying to break every rule in the school's code of conduct. 
 
The Hunger Games       by Suzanne Collins 
In a future North America, where the rulers of Panem maintain control through an annual televised 
survival competition pitting young people from each of the twelve districts against one another, sixteen-
year-old Katniss's skills are put to the test when she voluntarily takes her younger sister's place. 
Any title in this series is acceptable. 
 
The Fairy Ring        by Mary Losure 
Relates the story of two early-twentieth-century cousins who believed they saw real fairies, created 
photographs using paper cutouts when they were teased by adult family members, and inadvertently 
drew the attention of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, a fellow believer. 
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2012 Summer Reading List:   
Incoming 7th Grade 

Students are encouraged to read at least 1 book from this list plus 2 more books of their choice, for a 
total of 3 books. Parents are encouraged to review, discuss and decide with their child what titles would 
be best.  
 

 



Young Sherlock Holmes: Rebel Fire     by Andrew Lane 
In 1868, teenaged Sherlock Holmes discovers that his American tutor is hunting a notorious killer who 
was supposedly killed by the United States government, but who is apparently alive and well in Surrey, 
England. Any title in this series is acceptable. 
 
Criss Cross         by Lynne Rae Perkins 
Teenagers in a small town in the 1960s experience new thoughts and feelings, question their identities, 
connect, and disconnect as they search for the meaning of life and love. 
 
SideKicks         by Jack Ferraiolo 
Scott Hutchinson has an alternate identity as Bright Boy, the sidekick of Phantom Justice, but with the 
help of his rival sidekick, Monkeywrench, Scott begins to question whether Phantom Justice is really a 
hero, which leads to a dangerous confrontation. 
 
The Joshua Files: Ice Shock      by M.G. Harris 
Back home in Oxford, Josh tries to resume his normal life and make sense of his Mayan adventures, but 
soon it becomes clear that he cannot escape destiny as he becomes more certain than ever that his 
father's death was no accident and his closest allies may not be trustworthy. Any title in this series is 
acceptable. 
 
Wildwood         by Colin Meloy 
When her baby brother is kidnapped by crows, seventh-grader Prue McKeel ventures into the forbidden 
Impassable Wilderness--a dangerous and magical forest in the middle of Portland, Oregon--and soon 
finds herself involved in a war among the various inhabitants. 
 
Out in Left Field        by Don Lemna 
Eleven-year-old Donald thinks nothing could be worse than missing a pop fly in a baseball game that 
most of his Montana town was watching, but through the end of 1947 and beginning of 1948, he suffers 
one humiliation after another. 
 
Magic Under Stone       by Jaclyn Dolamore 
Star-crossed lovers Nimira and Erris seek the sorcerer Ordoria Valdana hoping he will be able to free 
Erris from his clockwork form, but Valdana has vanished and as Nimira studies his spell books she 
realizes the terrible danger that could come from returning Erris to real life. 
 
East          by Esith Pattou 
A young woman journeys to a distant castle on the back of a great white bear who is the victim of a 
cruel enchantment. 
 
Saga of the Sioux        by Dwight Jon Zimmerman 
Chronicles the tragic saga of the Sioux nation from 1860 to the 1890 massacre through the experiences 
of its chiefs and warriors, allowing their voices to be heard about what befell their people.  An 
Adaptation from Dee Brown’s Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee.      (Non-fiction) 
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Hurricane Dancers: The first Caribbean Pirate Shipwreck  by Margarita Engle 
Quebrado has been a slave on captain Bernadino de Talavera's pirate ship for years, but when a 
hurricane sinks the ship and kills most of the crew, Quebrado escapes to safety and finds acceptance 
and refuge in a nearby village. 
 
The Running Dream       by Wendelin Draanen 
When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an amputee, she returns to school with a 
prosthetic limb and her track team finds a wonderful way to help rekindle her dream of running again. 
 
Close to Famous        by Joan Bauer 
Twelve-year-old Foster McFee and her mother escape from her mother's abusive boyfriend and end up 
in the small town of Culpepper, West Virginia, where they use their strengths and challenge themselves 
to build a new life, with the help of the friends they make there. 
 
Blizzard of Glass: The Halifax Explosion of 1917   by Sally M Walker 
When two ships collided in Halifax Harbour, on December 6, 1917, one of them was full of munitions 
for World War I. The ensuing explosion, aftershocks, and tsunami wrecked unbelievable devastation. It 
was the largest explosion in the world until the atomic bomb was detonated in World War II in 1945. 
 
Iceberg Right Ahead!  The Tragedy of the Titanic.  by Stephanie Sammartino McPherson 
Describes the ill-fated maiden voyage of the Titanic, a luxury liner claimed to be "unsinkable" that was 
destroyed after colliding with an iceberg, killing over one thousand passengers onboard. 
 
Trapped: How the World Rescued 33 Miners from 2,000 Feet Below the Chilean 
Desert.           by Marc Aronson 
Describes the rescue of thirty-three miners trapped in a copper-gold mine in San Jose, Chile and how 
experts from around the world, from drillers, to astronauts, to submarine specialists, came together to 
make their remarkable rescue possible. 
 
America Bowl          by Don Steinberg 
Compares the forty-four Presidents of the United States with the forty-four NFL Super Bowls, matching 
up each by their respective dynamic events and moments and determining a "winner" of their match-ups. 
 
Grammar Girl Presents the Ultimate Writing Guide for Students.   by Mignon Fogarty 
A guide to English language grammar covers the parts of speech, sentences, and punctuation along with 
information on writing style and a collection of quizzes. 
 
Witches: The absolutely True Tale of Disaster in Salem   by Rosalyn Schanzer 
Shares the story of the victims, accused witches, corrupt officials, and mass hysteria that turned a 
mysterious illness affecting two children in Salem Village, Massachusetts, into a witch hunt that took 
more than a dozen lives and ruined hundreds more. 
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